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Education and Background
 

Education 
University of Florida, Doctor of Musical Arts – Trombone Performance                          ​              ​            May 2025 

●​ 4.00 GPA 
●​  Doctoral Project: “Striving for Harmony: Addressing the Gender Biases in Low Brass Instruction Across 

Higher Education Institutions” 
●​ Graduate Certificate in Women’s Studies 
●​ Graduate Teaching Assistant 

Colorado State University, Master of Music – Trombone Performance                                                       May 2022 
●​ Graduate Teaching Assistant 

University of Florida, Bachelor of Music – Music in Combination with Spanish                                         May 2020 
●​ Music Performance Certificate 
●​ Spanish Minor  

 
Principal Teachers 
Dr. Jemmie Robertson, Associate Professor of Trombone, University of Florida       ​       2018-2020, 2022-2025 
Dr. Drew Leslie, Associate Professor of Trombone, Colorado State University                                ​           2020-2022 
Dr. Erik Shinn, Adjunct Instructor of Trombone, University of Florida                        ​                          2016-2018 
David Schmidt, Associate Professor of Trombone, Stetson University                                                         2012-2016 
Rodney Maingrette, Private Instructor, Port Orange, FL   ​                                                                      2010-2012 

 

Teaching Experience
 

Collegiate Teaching Experience 
College of Central Florida, Ocala, FL, Adjunct Professor of Low Brass                           ​August 2023 – present 

●​ Teach undergraduate trombone, euphonium, and tuba majors and minors weekly hour-long lessons 
●​ Teach weekly low brass studio class 
●​ Coach the low brass choir 
●​ Recruit new students to the college 
●​ Adjudicate scholarship auditions 
●​ Assist with the college’s honor band by teaching a masterclass 
●​  Maintain gradebooks and create/complete weekly lesson plans 

 
University of Florida, Gainesville, FL, Trombone Studio Teaching Assistant            ​ August 2022 – May 2025 

●​ Conducted the trombone choir at the 2025 International Trombone Festival 
●​  Assisted with all aspects of administration of the trombone studio 
●​ Taught lessons to undergraduate music minors 
●​  Managed and rehearsed the trombone choir 
●​ Acted as a liaison to guest artists 
●​  Hosted and organized the University of Florida BrassFest 
●​ Acted as festival coordinator of the Winter Slides festival 
●​ Created content for the trombone studio social media accounts (Created Instagram account from scratch 

and it now has 700+ followers) 
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Colorado State University, Fort Collins, CO, Trombone Studio Teaching Assistant           August 2020 – May 2022 
●​ Taught lessons to music minors and supplemental lessons to underclassmen 
●​  Coached the freshmen trombone quartet 
●​  Assisted with administrative work 
●​ Created content for the studio’s social media accounts 

 
Academic Courses Taught 
Experiencing Music, University of Florida                                                                           August 2024 – May 2025 

●​ Graduate Assistant Grader 
●​ Hosted weekly office hours to guide students with the material 
●​  Graded assignments 

 
Women Changing Society Through Music, University of Florida                                                        Summer 2024 

●​ Graduate Teaching Assistant 
●​ Gave weekly lectures and led small discussion groups 
●​  Lesson planned and created powerpoints 
●​ Graded assignments 

 
International Teaching Experience 
Conservatorio de Castella, Heredia, Costa Rica, Guest Clinician                                                                June 2026 

●​ Gave a masterclass to trombone students in Spanish 
 
Camerata San Carlos, Ciudad Quesada, Costa Rica, Guest Clinician                                                          June 2026 

●​ Gave a masterclass to trombone students in Spanish 
 
Secondary School Lessons and Clinician Teaching Experience 
Private Lessons, North Central FL, Trombone Instructor    ​                                               January 2023 – present 

●​  Organize and teach private lessons to middle and high school trombone and tuba students 
 
Lawton Chiles Middle School, Oviedo, FL, Trombone Instructor                                      ​   January 2026 – present 

●​ Teach weekly trombone sectionals 
 
New Smyrna Beach Middle School, New Smyrna, FL, Brass Instructor                               October 2025 – present 

●​ Teach weekly brass sectionals 
 
Spruce Creek High School, Port Orange, FL, Brass Instructor                                          September 2025 – present 

●​ Teach weekly brass sectionals 
 
Eastside High School, Gainesville, FL, Trombone Instructor                                           February 2025 – May 2025 

●​ Taught weekly sectionals to the 9th-10th grade and 11th-12th grade bands’ trombone sections 
 
Buchholz High School, Gainesville, FL, Trombone Instructor                                           October 2024 – May 2025 

●​ Taught weekly sectionals to the Symphonic Band and Wind Ensemble trombone sections 
 
Preston Middle School, Fort Collins, CO, Brass Instructor       ​                   October 2020 – December 2021 

●​ Taught sectionals and private lessons to high and low brass students in the beginning band, concert band, 
symphonic band, and jazz band 

 
Marching Arts Teaching Experience 
Colts Drum & Bugle Corps, Dubuque, IA, Low Brass Technician    ​    ​                  January 2022 – present 

●​ Teach baritone, trombone, and contrabass sectionals during winter preseason camps, spring training, and 
tour 
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Ethereal Winds Indoor Winds, El Paso, TX, Brass Consultant      ​                            September 2024 – present 
●​  Assist with audition camps and rehearsals, teaching the brass section 

 
Buchholz High School, Gainesville, FL, Visual Technician      ​                     August 2024 – December 2024 

●​ Aided in weekly rehearsals with marching fundamentals 
●​ Taught drill 
●​ Wrote choreography for the show 

 
University of Florida, Gainesville, FL, Marching Band Teaching Assistant ​                 August 2022 – July 2024 

●​ Taught weekly trombone sectionals 
●​ Assisted in putting new drill on the field 
●​  Loaded water coolers in the stadium 
●​  Set up ladders for pregame and halftime performances 

 
Colorado State University, Fort Collins, CO, Marching Band Teaching Assistant               August 2021 – Dec 2021 

●​ Set up and tore down microphone and metronome equipment each rehearsal 
●​  Rehearsed show music in full low brass/reed sectionals 
●​ Taught new drill 
●​ Assisted with uniform distribution 
●​ Conducted pregame and halftime at football games 

  
Clinics, Masterclasses, & Adjudication 
Fort Clarke Middle School, Gainesville, FL                                                                                         February 2026 

●​ Worked as a guest clinician to get the symphonic band trombones prepared for Solo & Ensemble and MPA 
 
Alachua County Honor Band, Gainesville, FL                                                                                   December 2025 

●​ Adjudicated trombone auditions for the Alachua County middle and high school honor bands 
 
Oviedo High School, Oviedo, FL                                     ​                                                                October 2025 

●​ Worked as a guest clinician for the marching band and taught a sectional to the low brass section 
 
Kanapaha Middle School, Gainesville, FL                                                                                               August 2025 

●​ Tested incoming 6th grade students on the tuba for their instrument fitting 
 
King High School, Tampa, FL                                                                                                                February 2025 

●​ Rehearsed with the full brass section on fundamentals and polishing their music for an upcoming 
assessment 

●​  Taught a masterclass to the trombone students in preparation for solo and ensemble 
 
Kanapaha Middle School, Gainesville, FL                                                                                             January 2025 

●​ Taught a three-hour intensive “Wind Ensemble Boot Camp” sectional to the low brass members in 
preparation for their upcoming performance assessment 

 
Eastlake High School, El Paso, TX                                                                                                          January 2025 

●​ Coached a high school trombone quartet in preparation for their performance at the Music for All festival in 
Indianapolis, IN 

 
College of Central Florida Honor Band, Ocala, FL      ​                            November 2024 & November 2025                              

●​ Taught a masterclass to high school honor band students and adjudicated scholarship auditions 
 
Trenton High School, Trenton, FL                                         ​                                              September 2023 & 2024 

●​ Brought in as a guest clinician to work with the brass section of the Trenton High School Marching Band 
 
Kanapaha Middle School, Gainesville, FL                                                                                               August 2024 

●​ Taught beginning band euphonium students basic fundamentals as they played their horns for the first time 
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CSU Honor Band, Fort Collins, CO                                     ​                                                             December 2021 
●​ Taught sectional to high school honor band trombone students  

Performance Experience
 

Solo Performance 
Faculty Solo Recital, College of Central Florida                                                                                          April 2026 
 
Entertainment Industry 
Universal Studios’ Epic Universe, Orlando, FL                                                                           June 2025 – present 

●​ Part-time musician in a live Dixieland show playing six shows two days a week 
○​ Act, play trombone, play percussion 

 
Orchestral/Large Ensemble 
Collective Chamber Orchestra, trombone/bass trombone                                                                    2026 – present 

●​ Costa Rica tour with performances at:                                                                                              June 2026 
○​ National University of Costa Rica  
○​ Conservatorio de Castella 
○​ La Fortuna 
○​ Escuela de Música de Barva 
○​ Ciudad Quesada                                                                                                                               

 
Gainesville Master Chorale, second trombone ​                                                                                 March 2026 

●​ “Prelude to Glory” by Russell Wilson 
 
Gainesville Orchestra, substitute trombone ​                                                                                          2023 – present                             

●​  Hello, Dolly!, principal trombone                                                                                                     May 2025 
●​  Ravel La Valse, bass trombone                                                                                                   January 2024 
●​  Saint-Saens 3, assistant 1st trombone offstage                                                                         December 2023 
●​ The Music Man, bass trombone                                                                                                       April 2023 

 
South Florida Symphony, substitute trombone         ​                                                                           2024 – present                               

●​ Elgar Symphony 1 and Rhapsody in Blue, principal trombone                                        ​ November 2024                               
​  

Ocala Symphony Orchestra, substitute trombone                                                                                 2022 – present  

●​ Mother’s Day Pops Concert, second trombone                                                                                 May 2024 
●​  Pines of Rome, buccina I                                                                                                            January 2023 
●​ Pops Holiday concert, second trombone                                                                                  December 2022 

 
UF Brass Band, principal trombone                                                                                                   ​        2022 – 2025 

●​ Competed at the 2024 NABBA Championships 
 
UF Symphony Orchestra, principal trombone, bass trumpet            ​                               2017 – 2020, 2022 – 2025 

●​ Substantial repertoire performed: 
○​ The Ring Without Words, bass trumpet 
○​ Mahler 2, Saint-Saens 3, Hungarian March, Brahms 2, Scheherazade,  

Shostakovich 10, Firebird, principal trombone 
 
UF Wind Symphony, principal trombone                                                                 ​  2017 – 2020, 2022 – 2023 
 
UF Trombone Choir, member                                                                  ​                2016 – 2020, 2022 – 2025 
 
UF New Music Ensemble, member                                                                                        ​              Fall 2022 
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CSU Symphony Orchestra, principal trombone                                                                                         2021 – 2022                              
●​ Substantial repertoire performed: 

○​ Brahms 1, alto trombone 
 
CSU Wind Symphony, principal trombone                                                                 ​  ​         2020 – 2022 

●​ Substantial repertoire performed: 
○​ La Creation du Monde, trombone  

 
CSU Trombone Choir, member                                                                                                                  2020 – 2022 
 
CSU Jazz Ensemble I, bass trombone                                                                               ​                        2020 – 2021 
Gainesville Pops Orchestra, substitute trombone                                                     ​                     October 2016 
 
Marching Arts 
Ethereal Winds Independent, El Paso, TX                                                                                            2026 – present 

●​ Featured trombone soloist 
 
Colts Drum & Bugle Corps, Dubuque, IA                                                                         ​                        2017 – 2021 

●​ Horn sergeant, baritone section leader, trombone soloist 
 
UF Gator Marching Band, section leader                                                                        ​                        2016 – 2020 
  
Chamber Ensembles 
UF DMA Trombone Quartet, founding member                                                        ​ ​         2022 – 2025 
 
CSU Graduate Brass Quintet, member                                                                            ​                        2020 – 2022 
 
CSU Trombone Quartet, member                                                                                     ​                        2020 – 2022 
 
Music Festivals 
Hot Springs Music Festival, participant (virtual)                                                              ​                          June 2021 

●​ Worked with James Decker (Associate Professor of Trombone at Texas Tech), performed in masterclasses, 
and participated in a mock audition with Larry Zalkind (Professor of Trombone at Eastman School of 
Music)  

Conferences and Commissions
 

Conference Performances 
International Trombone Festival, London, Ontario, Canada                                                                                2025 

●​ Performing Artist Showcase: Duet with Dr. Jemmie Robertson 
○​ “Musical Chairs”- Zoe Cutler, Canadian premiere 

●​ UF Trombone Choir: Performer and conductor 
○​  Conducted “Kaleidoscope” by Steven Verhelst with soloist Megumi Kanda 

●​  Conductor of the ITF Participant Choir 
○​ Planned repertoire 
○​  Rehearsed group of ~30 trombonists from all over the world 
○​ Conducted the group in concert 

 
University of Southern Mississippi Trombone Day, Hattiesburg, MS                                                                 2024 

●​ UF Graduate Trombone Trio 
○​ “Night-blooming” by Sonya Stahl, World premiere of trombone trio arrangement 
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International Trombone Festival, Conway, AR                                                         ​               ​                    2022 
●​  Performing Artist Showcase: UF Faculty/Graduate Trombone Quartet 

○​  “Whirlwind”- Kris Peterson 
American Trombone Workshop, Washington, DC                                                                                                2020 

●​ UF Trombone Choir 
FMEA Conference, Tampa, FL                                                                                                                               2017 

●​  UF Trombone Choir 
 
Conference Presentations 
Florida Music Educators Association, Tampa, FL                                                                             Scheduled 2027 

●​ “Taming the Beast: How to Develop Low Brass Musicians” 
 
South Central Regional Tuba Euphonium Conference, Edinburg, TX                                      ​                     2026 

●​  “Striving for Harmony: Gender Biases in Higher Low Brass Education” 
 
SHE: Festival of Women in Music, Fayetteville, AR                                                                                            2026 

●​  “Striving for Harmony: Gender Biases in Higher Low Brass Education” 
 
International Trombone Festival, London, Ontario, Canada       ​         ​                                                  2025 

●​ “Striving for Harmony: Gender Biases in Higher Low Brass Education” 
 
International Women’s Brass Conference, Hartford, CT                                                                                      2025 

●​ “Striving for Harmony: Gender Biases in Higher Low Brass Education”  
 
Consortiums Created 
“Barcade Rondo” for Trombone Octet, Michael J. Miller, composer          ​             ​                                    2025 

●​ led the consortium with ColbyVasquez 
●​ gave world premiere on July 18th, 2025 at the International Trombone Festival  

 
“Musical Chairs” for Trombone Duet, Zoe Cutler, composer       ​             ​                                                  2024 

●​ led the consortium with Morgan Skelley 
●​ gave world premiere on October 17th, 2024 

 
 “On Frosted Mornings” for Unaccompanied Trombone, Amber Sheeran, composer         ​             ​      2024 

●​ gave world premiere on March 2nd, 2024 
 
“Mourning Dove” for Trombone and Piano, Megumi Kanda, composer  ​                                     ​       2023 

●​ led the consortium with Summer Atteberry 
  
Consortiums Joined 
“Devil’s in the Details” for Euphonium, Tuba, and Piano, Gala Flagello, composer                                         2025 
 
“Gray and Gold” for Trombone Quartet, MJ Halco-Haack, composer                                                               2025 
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Festivals Organized 
University of Florida BrassFest, Gainesville FL, HS Brass Coordinator                                    ​    February 2026 

●​ Reached out to local band directors for them to nominate students to participate in BrassFest  
●​ Coordinated the participation of 45 students 
●​  Rehearsed and prepared ensemble for the concert 
●​  Conducted the concert 

 
University of Florida BrassFest, Gainesville FL, festival co-host                                                            March 2025 

●​ Scheduled room reservations 
●​ Organized guest artists 
●​ Created programs 
●​ Created the first annual High School BrassFest participation ensemble and conducted the ensemble 

 
Yuleslide, Gainesville, FL, coordinator                                                                                                  December 2024 

●​ Curated a trombone ensemble of UF students, local high school students, and community members to 
perform holiday carols 

●​ Coordinated with a local food hall to use as a performance venue for the event 
Winter Slides, Gainesville, FL, festival coordinator                                                                              February 2024 

●​ Created the schedule and lineup for the festival 
●​ Acted as a liaison to the guest artists. Coordinated the involvement of high school participants 

 
University of Florida BrassFest, Gainesville, FL, coordinator                                                             February 2023 

●​ Worked as a liaison to guest artists and helped with the day-to-day running of the festival 

Peer-reviewed Publications
 

Reviews 
International Trombone Association, composition reviewer                                                            2025 – present 

●​ “Scheheraslide” by David Fetter 
●​  “Mountain Spires” by Gary Kuo 
●​ “Symphony no. 5” by Anton Bruckner 
●​  “Tres Piezas” by Leonardo Velazquez 
●​  “White Flowers Along the Road” by Antonin Dvorak 
●​ “Six Lieder Op. 7” by Fanny Mendelssohn Hensel 
●​ “Quartet” by Harry Freedman 
●​ “Jingle Bones” by Wade Goodwin 
●​ “The Quintet Playbook” by Jett Walker 
●​ “Canon Fodder” by Henry Wolking 
●​ “Andante religioso” by Alfred Andersen 
●​ “Romanian Christmas Songs” by Bela Bartok 
●​ “Dance of the Knights” by Sergei Prokofiev 
●​ “Ten Classical Gems” by Nir Fishkin 
●​ “Arriver” by Cam Millar 
●​ “Drei Mehr Equali” by Mark LaFratta 
●​ “Romance at Dawn” by Jan Freidlin 

 

 

www.carlicastillon.com  

http://www.carlicastillon.com


Dr. Carli Castillon 

Professional Service Highlights
 

Service to the College – UF School of Music, Gainesville, FL 
President Ben Sasse’s UF Inauguration Ceremony, musician                                                          November 2023 

●​ UF Faculty Brass Quintet 
 
Student Council of Representatives, member                                     ​                             October 2022 – May 2023 
 
Service to the Community – Sun City Musical Arts, El Paso, TX 
Executive Board, member at large                                                                                      September 2025 – present 
  
Awards 
 Robert M. Buelow Award, Colts Drum & Bugle Corps                                                                                        2021                             
​  

●​ Member of the year award for being an outstanding leader 
 
Richard W. Bowles Endowment, University of Florida                                                                           2018 & 2019 

●​ Awarded each year to a dependable section leader in the marching band 
 
Arthur Jennings Memorial Scholarship, University of Florida                                                                            2017  

●​ Awarded each year to an exceptional freshman in the trombone studio                                                                                          
 
Professional Affiliations 
International Trombone Association, member 

International Tuba Euphonium Association, member 

International Women’s Brass Conference, member                                                                          ​  

International Alliance For Women in Music, member 

Florida Music Educators Association, member 

Kappa Kappa Psi, honorary member 

Tau Beta Sigma, alumna 

 

www.carlicastillon.com  

http://www.carlicastillon.com

