
 
An Approach to Orchestral Excerpts 

 
Where to start? 

1.​ Find the excerpt (resources at end) 
2.​ Listen to recording of the excerpt while studying your part 
3.​ Unpack the notes and rhythms 
4.​ Execute the style 
5.​ Play with recordings 

 
Understanding Context 

●​ Do a brief historical unpacking of the piece and composer to understand style 
●​ Be able to answer the following questions: 

○​ What instruments are playing before you enter? 
○​ Who else in the orchestra has your part with you? 
○​ What is happening during your rests? 
○​ How thick or thin is the texture of the ensemble during this excerpt? 
○​ Are there any performance practice idioms you should be adding? 

●​ Both stylistic context and content context matter. Be able to sing all parts 
 
Common Pitfalls 

●​ Not maintaining a steady tempo 
●​ Rushing through your rests 
●​ Not using accurate performance practice articulations and dynamics 
●​ Playing excerpts as if they were solos instead of playing excerpts as a section member 
●​ How to avoid these: use a metronome, listen to different recordings, learn your part and 

the surrounding parts inside out 
 
Choosing a Recording to Mimic 

●​ Research the conductor of the ensemble- regionally, which recordings would they have 
listened to? 

●​ Which recordings do you believe are the best interpretation? 
●​ Which interpretations best match your playing style and musical abilities? 

 
Preparing for an Audition 

●​ Plan out your practice for each individual excerpt 
○​ Excel sheet or notebook 

●​ You do not have to get to each excerpt each time you practice 
○​ Choose certain days for certain excerpts based on style, composer, range, etc so 

you can get to each one with fresh chops over your different practice sessions 
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●​ Play your excerpts for friends and with friends 
●​ Schedule a mock audition 
●​ Record yourself and listen back- even during the audition itself! 

 
Resources 

●​ Tromboneexcerpts.org 
●​ Imslp.org 
●​ The One Hundred  by Megumi Kanda (tenor) 
●​ The One Hundred by Douglas Yeo (bass) 
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